Dear Professor Dr. Nestel,
We respectfully request consideration for a full article processing charge (APC) waiver for our manuscript, “Mapping the Diffusion of Innovation in Medical Simulation in Pakistan: A Systematic Review.”
This study represents the first PROSPERO-registered national systematic review examining the diffusion and implementation maturity of medical simulation in Pakistan. The work was conducted without external funding and without institutional financial support for publication costs. As this research originates from a lower-middle-income country context with limited research infrastructure and funding mechanisms, the authors do not have the financial means to cover APC charges.
The findings provide a national evidence baseline and implementation roadmap for advancing simulation-based education in resource-constrained settings. We believe publication of this work will contribute meaningfully to global simulation scholarship, particularly by amplifying perspectives and data from underrepresented regions.
A full waiver would enable equitable dissemination of this work and ensure that financial constraints do not limit access to important findings relevant to educators, policymakers, and healthcare systems in comparable LMIC settings.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Fizza Najeeb, MBBS
Shifa International Hospital, Department of Medical Staff Affairs
Islamabad, Pakistan
fizzanajeeb2799@gmail.com
