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Introduction: A multi-patient simulation involving
patients with acute health challenges was co-created
by nursing faculty at the University of New Brunswick,
Canada. The integration of this simulation occurred
during the 2023 Fall term. Presented findings are
focussed on data collected in the 2024 Fall term as
research leads obtained ethical approval prior to this
second offering. Although simulation-based experiences
(SBEs) are well established as effective tools in building
capacity in health care programs [1], the use of multi-
patient simulations in support of skills such as clinical
judgement and time management remain underexplored.
The National Council State Boards of Nursing’s Clinical
Judgement Measurement Model (CJMM)[2] helped
frame learning objectives while INASCL standards were
adhered to in the design of this simulation [3]. The
purpose of this presentation is to share key findings
and recommendations for a study exploring student
perceptions of this multi-patient SBE.

Methods: A mixed-methods approach was used in this
study. Quantitative data were collected using pre- (n=70)
and post-(n=60) simulation quizzes, with questions aligned
to learning objectives. These quizzes assessed students’
knowledge and clinical judgement before and after the
simulation. Qualitative data were collected through two
focus groups (n=7) which included an exploration of
students’ perceptions of elements impacting their ability
to meet learning objectives. Quantitative data were

A2

Journal of Healthcare Simulation 2025;5(Suppl 1):A1-A84


https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/334269/14780_World-Health-Organisation_Context-of-Health_TEXT-AW-WEB.pdf
https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/334269/14780_World-Health-Organisation_Context-of-Health_TEXT-AW-WEB.pdf
https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/334269/14780_World-Health-Organisation_Context-of-Health_TEXT-AW-WEB.pdf
mailto:d.dupont@unb.ca

analysed using descriptive statistics. Content analysis was
used to identify key concepts which were organized into
categories.

Results: Quiz responses between subgroups of students
were compared - students were either enrolled in the BN
program through a bridging model or entered through a
four-year pathway. All students scored poorly on questions
involving teamwork and scope of practice considerations.
In contrast, students who entered the BN program through
the bridging model scored significantly higher on time
management.

Content analysis of focus group data revealed key
categories: 1) knowing what to expect and what is expected of
me; 2) realism as a performance factor; and; 3) acknowledging
the impact of past experience.

Discussion: Findings from this study offer insights into
how senior nursing students experience and respond to a
multi-patient simulation. Relationships between previous
clinical experience, preparation, perceived realism, and
the link to performance have implications for simulation
design and teaching and learning strategies beyond a
simulation context. A limitation of this study is the focus
group participants included only students enrolled in the
four-year pathway.
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