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Introduction: Simulation plays a crucial role in healthcare
by providing a controlled and risk-free environment for
training, education, quality improvement, innovation and
research. Funding is often required to support the resources
needed including; faculty, equipment and/or technology,
venues, scenarios and administrative support, amongst
others to develop, establish and sustain the delivery of
simulation activity. There is a need to clearly articulate the
requirements, benefits and cost effectiveness of simulation
to justify and secure investment. Additionally, there is a
need to foster organisational ownership and buy in to help
sustain simulation. Yet funding for this type of learning
activity is finite and understanding and justifying costs can
be challenging [1].
Methods: The Health Education Improvement Wales (HEIW)
Simulation team hold a strategic, facilitatory and supportive
role to the diverse multiprofessional simulation community
across healthcare in Wales. Frequently the team are asked
how and where funding can be sourced to support the
development of simulation activity, as well as what rationale
can be provided within any business case to justify any
expenditure required.
Results: In response, the HEIW team undertook a scoping
review to determine potential funding sources external
to the organisation that can be applied to/accessed by the
simulation community across healthcare in Wales to support
a range of simulation activity. A guidance document was
developed providing a list of the identified potential sources
as well as guidance on how to identify other potential sources
of funding.

In addition, a narrative was developed based on a
literature review of the benefits and impact of simulation
activity, that could be used to support the development
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of a business case in application of funding for the use of
simulation.

The narrative articulates the advantages of
simulation in terms of staff development, patient safety,
enhancing procedural skills, clinical decision-making,
collaboration, teamwork and communication, alongside
fostering innovation and quality improvement [2,3]. In
particular, it emphasises the importance of simulation
as an essential tool for workforce development and
operational efficiency.

Discussion: Funding may be crucial for some simulation
projects as it allows the financing of a range of potential
resources that may not already be available. Yet, to gain
funding there needs to be an informed and detailed
rationale demonstrating the significant value and impact
of simulation.
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